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For the Sick                                                                               
Benjamin Archer; Mary De Guiseppe; Anthony Ronga, John      
Walsh, Geraldine Arnold, Benny Varriale, Bryan Gorycki 
Kristine, Grace and Edward Cuervo, Anthony Russo, Dan Clark,   
Edna Tanzer, Ann Kazanecki, Vic Mendolia; Ana Maria  Ferrer,    
Anna Daly, Baby Raymond Michael Dhyne, Trinity Kotsonis, 

 Frances, Naglieri, Francis X. Butler, Eve Granati, Mary Polcha, 
 Rosalie Densing, Alberto Montalvo, Dawn Marie Kudreyko, Theresa 
 Salvaggio, Deacon Ken Geoghan, Gil Teofilo, Martin Horstman, Carl 
 Brouard, Jennie Parullo, John Ruocco, Makayla Margulies, Isabella 
 Grace, Kaylee Corpi Dobbeck, Denise Winecoop, Vincenzo 
 Marcorella, Dominico Marcorella, , Blakely Murphy, Elizabeth 
 Parrinello, Viki Scicutella, Christopher McBride, Christopher 
 Gagnon,  Christopher Barnes,  Julius DeCarlo, Robert Justus,   
 Christos Raptis; Josephine Delia, Michelle Gonzalez, Josephine 
 Gamberale, Trevor McCade, Pat Albanese;  James J. McCarthy, 
 Mary Vitale,Mary Hughes, Kimberly Turner Angelo V. Cassarino, 
 Mary Agnes Stock  and  Jessica.                                                                                                                                                              

For the Deceased:  Patricia McIntyre, Ann Doremus, Edward 
Billian 
For the Military:         
Timmothy Weisner, John Redding, Jr., Eric Reilly, Don Skelton, John 
Maresca, Vinnie Riveria , Matthew Parenti, David Sumwalt,  Derek 
Trabocchi,  Joe Occhineri, James Tagliamonte, Matt Corica, Gerard Posillico, 
Kenneth Drumm, Jr., Shawn Weismiller  and Richard, Daniel Engo, Daniel 
Edwards, Bryant Walker, Bobby Sosa & Tori Pickney.�
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            I          Michelle Sommerlad & James G. Argast 
            II         Nicole Tomasello & Brian James Groves    
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From the Pastor 
September 20th, 2009 
Catechetical Sunday  

  
                        A sermon of Saint Bernard from the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows: 
 
“The martyrdom of the Virgin is set forth both in the prophecy of Simeon and in the actual story of our Lord’s 
passion.  The holy old man said of the infant Jesus: He has been established as a sign which will be 
contradicted.  He went on to say to Mary:  And your own heart will be pierced by a sword.” 
    
“Truly, O blessed Mother, a sword has pierced your heart.  For only by passing through your heart could the 
sword enter the flesh of your Son.  Indeed, after your Jesus – who belongs to everyone, but is especially yours – 
gave up his life, the cruel spear, which was not withheld from his lifeless body, tore open his side.  Clearly it did 
not touch his soul and could not harm him, but it did pierce your heart.  For surely his soul was no longer there, 
but yours could not be torn away.  Thus the violence of sorrow has cut through your heart, and we rightly call 
you more than martyr, since the effect of compassion in you has gone beyond the endurance of physical 
suffering.” 
  
 “Or were those words, ‘Woman, behold your Son’, not more than a word to you, truly piercing your heart, 
cutting through to the division between soul and spirit?  What an exchange!  John is given to you in place of 
Jesus, the servant in place of the Lord, the disciple in place of the master; the son of Zebedee replaces the Son 
of God, a mere man replaces God himself.  How could these words not pierce your most loving heart, when the 
mere remembrance of them breaks ours, hearts of iron and stone though they are!” 
   
“Do not be surprised, brothers, that Mary is said to be a martyr in spirit.  Let him be surprised who does not 
remember the words of Paul, that one of the greatest crimes of the Gentiles was that they were without love.  
That was far from the heart of Mary; let it be far from her servants.” 
  
 “Perhaps someone will say: ‘Had she not known before that he would not die?’  Undoubtedly. ‘Did she not 
expect him to rise again at once?’  Surely.  ‘And still she grieved over her crucified Son?’  Intensely.  Who are 
you and what is the source of your wisdom that you are more surprised at the compassion of Mary than at the 
passion of Mary’s Son?  For if he could die in body, could she not die with him in spirit?  He died in body 
through a love greater than anyone had known.  She died in spirit through a love unlike any other since his.” 
 
Concluding Prayer: 
 
“O God, when Your Son was hung high on the cross  
 You willed that his Mother should stand by him and suffer with him. 
 Grant to your Church that she may share, through Mary, in Christ’s passion 
 and deserve to share also in his resurrection. 
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 God for ever and ever.” Amen.  

 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Greg 
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                                     Catechetical Sunday 
                                     September 20, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
 
Today we join parishes throughout the country in celebrating Catechetical Sunday.  The theme for this year’s 
celebration flows from the recent Roman Synod on the Word of God: “Catechesis and the Proclamation of the 
Word.” 
 
While the challenge of handing on the faith is one offered to each of the baptized, the Church calls some to 
particular catechetical ministries. On this Sunday we take the opportunity to express our gratitude to all those 
who give of their time and talent to work with our children each week.  We thank the members of our 
catechumenal teams, those who prepare parents for the baptism of their infants, the many couples who work in 
Marriage preparation ministries.     
 
I wish to encourage the catechists, youth ministers and campus ministers who work with our high school and 
college age parishioners.  In today’s world, it grows ever more challenging to proclaim the Word to these young 
people in a way that truly engages and transforms them.  More than ever, we need well-educated, articulate 
dedicated ministers whose very lives embody the Word to witness to this next generation of Catholics. 
 
As we strive to renew our commitment to Sunday Eucharist attention to this theme will assist us in our 
catechetical endeavors to bring all closer to Christ through the hearing of the Word within the context of the 
Sunday celebration.  With this in mind, I encourage all, parents, catechists, and clergy, to share the Sunday 
readings in small gatherings prior to the celebration. Our deeper preparation for Sunday will yield fruit. 
 
Finally, I encourage all to take the time to study and pray with Scripture because the Word of God is “living and 
active” and is a constant source of strength, grace, insight, and guidance for us in these difficult times.  Many 
opportunities present themselves to go deeper into Scripture, not only in parish adult education classes but also 
in the various on-line programs available to all today. 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ 

 
Bishop of Rockville Centre 
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